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PARIS MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS
At the recent annual meeting of the Committee, members of the Paris MoU paid
special attention to the fact that the Paris Memorandum on Port State Control (Paris
MoU) is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.
The Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control was adopted on 26
January 1982 and signed by 14 European countries. In addition to the European
Commission, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International
Labour Organization (ILO) were also represented from the start. The Memorandum
entered into force on 1 July of the same year.
Initially, under the Paris MoU, ships' compliance with seven international maritime
conventions of the IMO and ILO was verified in a cooperative, harmonised way.
Since then, the Paris MoU has evolved into the organisation it is today. The
membership has nearly doubled, as has the number of international maritime
conventions of which compliance is monitored; the so-called "relevant instruments".
Over all these years, the Paris MoU has proven to be of great value in eliminating
substandard shipping in the region. Using a risk-based approach, the detention rate
has gradually decreased over the years proving the effectiveness of the system.
Following the Paris MoU and the results achieved through it, other regional port State
control regimes were also developed worldwide, making it increasingly difficult for
substandard ships to operate anywhere in the world.
In the first decades, the database in which all inspections were recorded was
provided by France. Since 2011 this important role is fulfilled by the European
Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). Throughout this time the European Commission,
later joined by EMSA, and the Paris MoU have worked together collaboratively
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ensuring the success of the Paris MoU’s work in improving maritime safety,
prevention of pollution and on-board working and living conditions in the region. The
Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management was and remains the
steadfast host for the Paris MoU Secretariat providing the foundation for its work.
It is of course above all the maritime authorities of the Paris MoU and their port State
control officers who have been the face of the Paris MoU in those 40 years. Through
their efforts, they have made shipping off our coasts and in our ports a lot safer, more
environment-friendly and with better working and living conditions for the crews on
board of ships.
The Paris MoU will strive for continuous improvement of the inspection regime with
the essential contribution of its members to achieve higher “shipping” standards.
On the occasion of its 40th anniversary, the Paris MoU has released a video
explaining what the Paris MoU is, how it came about, how the Paris MoU works and
what the results of its work are. The video, and further information, can be found at
the following link: 40 years Paris MoU
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Contact
Mr. Luc Smulders
Secretary-General
Paris MoU on Port State Control
PO Box 16191
2500 BD The Hague
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)70 456 1508
E-mail: luc.smulders@parismou.org
Web-site: www.parismou.org

Notes to editors:
Regional Port State Control was initiated in 1982 when fourteen European countries agreed to coordinate their port State inspection effort under a voluntary agreement known as the Paris
Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control (Paris MOU). Currently 27 countries are
member of the Paris MOU. The European Commission, although not a signatory to the Paris MOU,
is also a member of the Committee.
The Paris MoU is supported by a central database THETIS hosted and operated by the European
Maritime Safety Agency in Lisbon. Inspection results are available for search and daily updating
by MoU Members. Inspection results can be consulted on the Paris MoU public website and are
published on the Equasis website.
The Secretariat of the MoU is provided by the Netherlands Ministry of Infrastructure and Water
Management and located in The Hague.

Port State Control is a check on visiting foreign ships to verify their compliance with international
rules on safety, pollution prevention and seafarers living and working conditions. It is a means of
enforcing compliance in cases where the owner and flag State have failed in their responsibility to
implement or ensure compliance. The port State can require deficiencies to be corrected, and
detain the ship for this purpose, if necessary. It is therefore also a port State’s defence against
visiting substandard shipping.
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